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MEMORANDUM FOR THE VICE PRESID%NT ]
THE SECRETARY 0F“§TA 4
THE SECRETARY:
THE SECRETARY:QF DEFENS'?'
THE ATTORNEY GENRBRALZE
THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE
THE DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE
THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE
DIRECTOR, ARMS CONTROIL AND DISARMAMENT AGENCY
DIRECTOR, UNITED STATES INFORMATION AGENCY

SUBJECT: National Securig:
(c)

The President has formally ag
Security Decision Directive ¥
Interagency Process. (C)

Attachment - : Powell
NSDD 276

CONFIDENTIAL
DECLASSIFY ON: OADR
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CONFIDENTIAL WAS H LMEZON © SYSTEM 1I
e & % F 90476
ey Jur 987
NATIONAL SECURITY DECISIO §
DIRECTIVE NUMBER 276 x 7T
National Security’Cou 1 Intéfagency Process (C)

Introduction

In National Security Decision Directive (NSDD) 266, I directed
that the recommendations of the President’s Special Review
Board, including the model for the National Security Council
(NSC) system, be implemented in full. To that end, I chartered
a review of the structure of senior interagency groups and
regional and functional interagency groups established pursuant
to, or under the authority of gmteaidential Directives or
applicable memoranda. This &% *@s designed to identify

y s as might be necessary

Special Review Board’s recginmd) f5 including the specific
recommendation that the Assist$ #he President for National
Security Affairs (the "Natf¥ Sy Advisor") chair the
senior committees of the N AWRGppresent Directive reflects
changes in the interagenfy pgé 3 ;

result of that review. (€

Interagency Groups

Interagency groups can provide aft€ffective medium for the
development of advice and policy for consideration by the
President. They achieve their goal when they provide thorough
and clear analyses of all policy choices, coordinate policy
implementation, and review policy in light of experience. (U)

NSDD 2, dated January 12, 1982, established the senior
interagency structure. It created three functional senior
interagency groups (SIGs) --gi~@Raforeign policy, chaired by
the Secretary of State; ongff e policy, chaired by the
Secretary of Defense; and Hhe gmsintdlligence policy, chaired
by the Director of CentraliInf Pe. Subsequent Directives
and memoranda established %omd&:.228dg¥tional SIGs and 55
interagency groups (IGs), dncluding £ertain groups chaired by
the National Security Advisor pE.members of the NSC staff. 1IGs

CONFIDENTIAL
DECLASSIFY ON: OADR
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%1ng groups and task

in turn typically have estaflig
; g work. (C)

forces to assist in, and sup

Wf the interagency

4§ of the Special Review
it many interagency

Bve not met or ceased
jght them into being

f have come into being

After five years’ experiengé?
process was due, even withput g
Board’s report. This review £E
groups, although formally ’
to meet when the circumsta
changed; and that new inté&ga Di
to deal with contingencies¥ §” arisen. As the Special
Review Board noted, these grelps-hayhnot, in every case,

served the goal of effective pdY¥eYy deliberation. (C)

To improve the interagency process at large, and to implement
the Special Review Board’s recommendations, I therefore am
directing or authorizing the following:

1. National Security Council. As specified in
NSDD 266, the NSC shall be the principal forum
for consideration of natdanal security issues
requiring presidentiaZPRECTE) The functions
of, and participantg REC shall be as set
forth in the Nation ity@Act of 1947, as
amended, and NSDD 2§ % shall meet at the

direction of the Prgsi

2. National Secur % Group

National Securityz¥lapning Group (NSPG) shall be
a committee of the NSg. The;Prefgdent, the Vice
President, the Seg¢retygy of SStath, the Secretary
of Defense, the A%} 4 eraly the Secretary
of the Treasury, the Feur i
the Chief of Staff ® B i
of Central IntelligenlS¥EER¥
Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the Director of the
Office of Management and Budget shall attend NSPG
meetings. The NSPG shall meet, as circumstances
warrant, to monitor and review the development
and implementation of national security policy on
behalf of the NSC. The responsibilities of the
NSPG with regard to covert action shall be as
provided in a separate otRsi

revising NSDD 159.

The National Securif
Assistant to the Presi
Affairs (the "Deput¥§
shall be responsib}#
and conduct of sug}
The Directors of
Agency and the United?® i :
Disarmament Agency, the. £ ofsother Executive
departments and agknci&é »

) the Deputy
sNational Security
fSecurity Advisor")
1§gndance, agenda,
s, atymy direction.

CONCINCATIAIL
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Secutity Advisor, a V 3 Jdirection, to
attend NSPG meetings as’ nat&erg on the agenda of
such meetings shall’ dictg&j

»‘Q

3. Senior Review. Gtou oA Senjor Review Group

(SRG) shall be the Casgnet‘lgve j\interagency

group for the congideration bf ﬁtional security
r

issues. The SRG $haly, be copp ed of the
National Securitys dv1*o; ~the Sécretary of
State, the Secreta of\ﬁefens the Chief of
Staff to the Presidé he Bifector of Central
Intelligence, and the §§mén of the Joint
Chiefs of staff. The Natzonal Security Advisor
shall invite the attendance of heads of such
other Executive departments or agencies, and of
such senior officials within the Executive Office
of the President, as matters on the agenda of SRG
meetings shall dictate. The National Security
Advisor shall chair the SRG, which shall meet at
his request or the teque-t of its standing
members, to review, CoRrOINRL and monitor the
implementation of na¥" Rjurity policy on
behalf of the NSC. ¥

4. The Policy Review Gkoup. Sfhe Policy Review
Group (PRG) shall be, the=s i®7 sub-Cabinet level
interagency groupg: 4 Q sh'll be comprised of
the Deputy Nationdl sgfurit sor, a
representative of the. Hhe Vice

President, and anfUn6lr or Kssxstant Secretary or
other senior. offigial™g

pf, gyﬁvatent rank of the
Department of State, t'“iﬁepar“ ent of Defense,
the Central Intelli{gnce Agep€¥, the Organization
of the Joint Chiefs O£ Btaffy the Office of
Management and Budget, and, as matters on the
agenda of the PRG dictate, of the Executive
Office of the President and other interested
Executive departments and agencies. The Deputy
National Security Advisor shall chair the PRG,
which shall meet regularly at his request or the
request of its standing members. The PRG’S
primary responsibility shall be to review and
make recommendatxonsef- f¥ning national security
policy developed tbtéugh the~3ay—to -day
functxon1ng of the*inte?gbenci process, including
such senior 1nteragendj groupg and regional and
functional 1nteragéncy%§vonps*as may hereafter be
formed or authorized to ¢ontf uve in existence as

provided in paragfraph b:hereo \% The PRG shall

assume the functions Mesctibed Wn NSDD 30 and
previously exerc?sed(by thexCripis Pre-Planning
Group and those desctibed in NSDD 207 and
previously exercised y-the’Te;rorlst Incident
Working Group. Thzdilann1ng and Coordination
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Group (PCG), as pro~«d Y. e p
presidential Directf&e geviying; NSDD 159, shall
continue to be the genivr-# \‘abxnet level

interagency group retponsi‘le'”yr covert action.

¥ .1

Matters cons1dere§ an reco ndi ions for
follow-on action made Py th &pncgghall be
referred to responslbl zutl departments and
agencies. Recommeﬁﬂatxons mad‘ by the PRG shall
be submitted for cont,;§qu ofi"by the SRG, NSPG,
or NSC, as appropriate W

5. Other Interagency Groups. Within their
respective areas of authority as set forth in
NSDD 266, the Secretary of State, the Secretary
of Defense, the Director of Central Intelligence,
the Director of the United States Arms Control
and Disarmament Agency, and the Director of the
Unlted States Informatio-_;-ency may approve the

?»al interagency
Ppr desirable to

Bction.

sauthorized to
ablishment of
wups to the

#/ NSC process, and

The National Secufity%ﬁdvisoi"
approve or directythe{f 7

senior interagency grOUDEEaE T
members of the NSC staff.

NSDD 2 and other presidential Directives and applicable
memoranda, to the extent inconsistent with this Directive or
with NSDD 266, are rescinded. (C)

CONFIDENTIAL
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